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RAMIZ ALIA 



Mr. President, 



It is a special pleasure for me to take 
the floor and speak before this Session 
of the General Assembly, which also 
marks the 45th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the United Nations. Likewise, it 
is an honour for me to warmly congra- 
tulate you upon your election to the high 
post of the President of the UN Gene- 
ral Assembly, and wish you success in 
fulfilling this noble task. 

We have come to this important meet- 
ing with the desire to contribute, within 
our possibilities, to the strengthening of 
the spirit of international co-operation, 
and the safeguarding of peace and se- 
curity for all countries and peoples, big 
or small. 

The year which has elapsed since the 
meeting of the previous General Assem- 
bly was replete with events which at 



3 



times have been hopeful and at times 

threatening. However, they have resulted 
in the hope that at last, on the eve of 
21st century, reason, not force, is leading 
mankind to the solution of conflicts, to 
co-operation and not to confrontation, to 
understanding and not to distrust. 

It is very encouraging that, despite 
many difficulties, the concept is affirm- 
ing itself that the security of the peo- 
ples and nations can be real and per- 
manent only if a general security is esta- 
blished for all. just as political detente 
can have a solid basis only if the gap 
of unequal economic development among 
various countries is narrowed down, and 
if the poorer countries are assisted to 
embark on the road of modern develop- 
ment and the utilisation of the material 
and spiritual values of our time. 

Certainly, various political, ideologi- 
cal, economic and social conflicts have 
not ceased seething, nor have the causes 
and factors which have given rise to 
them been eliminated. Nevertheless, the 
important thing is that a general consen- 
sus is being created that international 
problems cannot be solved, nor can 
threats and dangers to peace and gene- 
ral security be eliminated through old 
concepts and methods. 
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We would like to consider the pro- 
cess of the easing of tension, if it is 
crystallized and further affirmed with 
the active participation of the whole in- 
ternational community, not only a major 
achievement, but also a fundamental po- 
sitive change in the building of new in- 
ternational relations. 

In our view, what is happening in 
Europe and has taken the name of the 
process of security and co-operation in 
Europe is going along in that direction. 
Europe, the situation on this continent, 
and relations among its nations and peo- 
ples have been, at least up to this day, 
the source of the majority of positive or 
negative developments in the world. 

The hotbeds of the major conflicts 
which then set the whole world afire 
had their source here, just as the origins 
of major political, ideological and cultu- 
ral currents which have predominated 
over the centuries. From the great Euro- 
pean wars, with all their suffering and 
superhuman sacrifices, the reflection of 
all European tragedies, illusions and dis- 
illusions, bold and noble initiatives have 
emerged so that the peoples and nations 
of Europe may live in peace and friend- 
ship among themselves. 

Mine is a small country. The Alba- 
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man people, however, are among the 
most ancient inhabitants of the Euro- 
pean continent. During the thousands of 
years of their existence, they have never 
attacked anybody, never provoked any 
aggressive war, never threatened or en- 
croached upon the security of their 
neighbours. On the contrary, they have 
gone through fire and flames to preserve 
their existence and assist others. George 
Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, our National Hero 
of the 15th century, has been and re- 
mains the symbol of the brilliant fighter 
for the defence, not only of his own peo- 
ple, but also the first champion of Euro- 
pean humanism and civilisation 

History has not caressed the Alba- 
nian people, either in ancient or in mo- 
dern times. But it has also taught them 
that, for their freedom, independence, 
national sovereignty, originality and iden- 
tity to be protected, they must boldly 
fight and oppose any attempt at their 
infringement, just as it has taught them 
to support and back up all international 
actions and initiatives that contribute to 
the strengthening of peace and general 
security. 

We have proceeded from this ne- 
cessity, this reality and this aim when 
we have opposed the policies of military 
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blocs and divisions into spheres of in- 
fluence^ dosed markets and neo-colonial- 
lst policies, the armaments race and in 
general, the policies of interference 'ar- 
bitrariness and dictate. 

We have been and continue to be for 
he democratisation of international re- 
lations so that the voice of all countries 
s listened to and reckoned with. It is 
true that the great powers have special 
responsibilities for the maintenance and 
strengthening of peace. This, however 
does not give them the right to dictate 
and impose peace according to their 
ZlZ r Iar / nter ^f and P^itical and ideo- 

naT rLT U \? G norms of internatio- 
nal xelations, the position of states in 

their relations to one another, and the 

maintenance of peace must be' the fruit 

tfor of f PeiienCe and contribu - 

n v Wh ° le mtei ™tional commu- 

nity and the consensus of all the peoples. 

In this context, we cannot fail to eva- 
^ «MH» as promising the chan- 
ges that have taken place in the rela^ons 
be ween the United States of Ameri" 
nd the Soviet Union, the agreements 
2? -ve concluded on disfrmamen 

n utu- th i G ^ they COnsid -' 

between the two superpowers were to 
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become global and extended to other 
fields, apart from that of armaments, 
this would be to the benefit of every- 
body. 

Nevertheless, in the situation we find 
ourselves now. we cannot say that the 
polieies and practices produced by the 
bloe concepts have been overcome. Worse 
still, the arrogance inspired by the policy 
of strength, which is reflected in the con- 
tinuation of attempts at imposing va- 
rious models, standards and schemes of 
political or social developments on others 
has not been overcome, either. Life has 
shown that pressure to make them com- 
pulsory for every country has led to 
conflicts from which the world is suffe- 
ring to this day. 



Mr. President. 

Albania has followed with keen at- 
tention and hailed without hesitation the 
democratic processes that are developing 
in Europe today. We consider the pro- 
cess of the CSCE. which our country has 
already joined by participating in a 
number of its activities, as being of par- 
ticular importance, and this not only 
for Europe. 
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The Albanian people have at all times 
and in all epochs shared the fate of 
the peoples of this continent. Precisely 
for this reason Albania feels itself an 
active participant in the processes that 
are unfolding in Europe. It looks forward 
with interest to the Paris Summit which, 
proceeding from the basic Helsinki Acts 
and other CSCE documents, will decide 
its institutionalisation. 

Albania, which would like to be a 
full participant in the Paris Summit, will 
work in the spirit of the obligations de- 
riving from it. All the efforts, initiatives 
or ideas which are aimed at liquidating 
the division of Europe into blocs and 
spheres of influence or other forms in- 
herited from the past, while respecting 
the freedom, independence and sove- 
reignty of every people and country, have 
the unreserved support of our country. 
Any proposal for and step towards the 
easing of tension, the strengthening of 
peace through dialogue and understan- 
ding, in complete equity and mutual res- 
pect, and any decision or suggestion con- 
tributing to the defense of human rights 
and national and democratic freedoms 
will also have our full support. 

The changes that are taking place at 
present in Central and Eastern Europe, 
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cannot be eliminated only by giving advi- 
ce no matter how wise it may be. 

' Life has shown that without the de- 
velopment of all countries in the econo- 
mic field, without fruitful co-operation 
which creates possibilities of advance for 
others, too, and without establishing sin- 
cere and equal relations among states, 
which exclude prejudices and interferen- 
ce in internal affairs of any kind, no ge- 
nuine security can be achieved, nor can 
democratic progressive and permanent 
community of the European peoples be 
created in that way. 

Changes in Europe led also to the re- 
unification of Germany, which elimina- 
ted one of the acute problems that have 
dominated the European political stage 
over the last 45 years. The right of the 
German nation to be reunited is a right 
that cannot be denied. The solution of 
such problems as that of the unification 
of Germany on the peaceful road is a 
good example also for coping with otHer 
problems of this kind which history has 
left for us to solve. They also greatly con- 
tribute to the democratisation of inter- 
national relations, the strengthening of 
peace and security, and the creation of 
conditions for sincere and constructive 
co-operation among the peoples. 
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Albania wishes sincerely that united 
Germany, which represents a great eco- 
nomic and political power, will constitute 
a lactor of peace and stability in Emm 
and further afield and serve the creation 
ol a better future for our old continent. 

In the context of the process of Euro- 
pean co-operation and security, regional 
co-operation is also assuming particular 
importance. Such is also the process of 
Balkan co-operation, to which Albania 
attaches special importance and exerts 
all her efforts to make the maximum 
contribution to its advancement and suc- 
cess. We think and are fully convinced 
that this process contributes not only to 
the strengthening of security and co- 
operation in this very sensitive region, 
but also directly serves the cause of pea- 
ce and stability in Europe and the Me- 
diterranean. 

However, the Balkans has also its 
specific problems, which have caused its 
lagging behind in many respects and 
hamper its joining in the European cu- 
rrents and becoming an integrating factor 
of our continent. 

The fundamental problem, or rather 
say, the source of all conflicts, squabbles 
and hatred among the Balkan states 
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during this century, has been that of 
national minorities. It is high time, and 
the democratic processes taking place in 
Europe and the whole world call for 
it, that the Balkan countries tackle this 
problem with wisdom, realism and ob- 
jectiveness. However complicated and 
difficult it might appear, if they set them- 
selves the aim of transforming the mi- 
norities from an apple of discord into a 
bridge for communication and co-opera- 
tion, then the ways and means to settle 
this problem can be found. 

As far as Albania is concerned, it has 
the good will and is ready to make its 
contribution to the advancement of Bal- 
kan co-operation on a democratic road 
so that it serves the vital interests of the 
peoples of this peninsula. 

One of the more acute and more 
disquieting problems in the Balkans today 
is that of the Albanians in Yugoslavia 
towards whom the Government of Serbia 
is pursuing an open policy of genocide, 
something which has been affirmed also 
at many international forums and brought 
to the knowledge of world opinion 

In Kosova and other regions in Yugo- 
slavia where Albanians live, such crimes 
are being committed that would have 
bten monstrous in the dark Middle Ages 
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The main point is not merely that the 
Albanians are not recognised only the 
standard human rights. It is already 
known by all that they are violated in 
the most barbaric way. The basic thing 
is that the Albanians are denied their 
right to exist, their right to live. The 
illegal dissolution of the Assembly of 
Kosova by Serbia, the occupation of the 
Radio and Television centre, the banning 
of the Albanian press, the dismissal of 
thousands of Albanians and their repla- 
cement by Serbs, are clear expressions 
of the intentions of the Serbian official 
authorities to solve the problem of the 
Albanians through violence and terror 
and not through dialogue. 

The international community cannot 
and should not be indifferent towards 
this situation. The more so Europe which, 
having drawn up the map of the Balkans 
at the outset of this century, has not onlv 
the moral but also the historical respon- 
sibility for the martyrdom of Albanians 
in Yugoslavia. 

The Albanians in Yugoslavia, who re- 
present the oldest autochthonous popula- 
tion among all the peoples of this state 
and who occupy third place in popula- 
tion number among the nations which 
make up Yugoslavia, who for centuries 
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llflUP been living on their soil and on a 
JoT tP Titorv are demanding no 
Z ? e gh & the Serbs, the Slove- 
nians the Croatians or the Macedonians 
have ^However, they will not accept any- 
U^ing less. They want to be equal su- 
bjects with all the other nations Yugo- 
slavia is composed of. 

The Albanians are demanding re- 
cognition of their right to self-determi- 
nation. They want to live m a Yugoslav 
federation or confederation if the other 
nations stand for these forms of govern- 

mef fhe right to self-determination of na- 
tions is one of the greatest rights man- 
kind has won, that is why it is sanctio- 
ned in the UN Charter and has actually 
been transformed into one of the basic 
principles of the democratic processes 
which are taking place in Europe and 

the world. 

As far as Albania is concerned, it is 
for relations of good neighbourliness with 
Yugoslavia, for a broader and all-round 
co-operation with it. We will strive in 
this direction in the future, too, and wish 
that reason and wisdom prevail in the 
settlement of the Kosova problem, so 
that Serbia does not turn it into a con- 
flict that would pose a threat to peace 
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and security not only in Yugoslavia but 
also in the Balkans and beyond. 

The Albanian people have always 
sincerely wished to live in friendship 
with all the neighbouring peoples. Alba- 
nia's good relations with Yugoslavia. 
Greece. Italy, as well as with other coun- 
tries, and the closest possible co-opera- 
tion on the basis of mutual respect and 
benefit, constitutes one of the fundamen- 
tal strategic directions of our foreign po- 
licy. 



Mr. President. 

In this marked anniversary of the 
founding of the United Nations Organi- 
sation, along with our best wishes for 
its strengthening and advancement, Al- 
bania would like to reiterate its commit- 
ment to the UN and its Charter, and its 
support for the activities it carries on 
to the benefit of peace, security and in- 
ternational co-operation. 

Our respect for and appraisal of the 
UN Charter stems from the fact that ft 
carries a democratic ideal about regula- 
ting international relations, an ideal that 
reflects the tragic experience of the de- 
vastating wars which swept over Europe 



gte of the peoples, the Albanian h f 
included, against fascism 

The UN Charter and its correct imple 
m en T tatio U n N we hold is the best mstru 
ment to protect and harmonise the inte 
SS of sovereign states anc I people, and 
the whole world community. If we are 
goLg to abide by this Charter, the d fe- 
rent conflicts flaring up could be settled 
S a peaceful way and to the benefit of 
the sides concerned, as well as to the 
benefit of general peace and security 

We maintain that the significance of 
the United Nations is further enhanced 
at the present time when many problems, 
like disarmament, protection of the en- 
vironment, war against drug trafficking 
backwardness in economic development 
of many countries, protection of children, 
development of education, science and 
technology, have been turned into glo- 
bal issues which can hardly be settled 
with the individual efforts of one state 
or group of states; they can be settled 
only with the contribution of all the in- 
ternational community. The United Na- 
tions can do much in these directions. 
It represents the most suitable place 
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where ideas can and should be thrashed 
out, initiatives taken, etc. 

The UN has rightly devoted particu- 
lar attention to economic problems, assis- 
tance to revive the economy of poor 
countries, encouragement of their pro- 
gress, easing their debt burden — a con- 
sequence of neo-colonialist expansion and 
the armaments race. We hail the initia- 
tives that have been taken in these di- 
rections, such as the North-South dia- 
ogue, etc., while maintaining that the 
big industrialised countries, which enri- 
ched themselves also with the sweat and 
toil of the peoples of Africa, Latin Ame- 
rica, Asia, have many obligations towards 
them. 

The steps that have already been ta- 
ken towards easing of tension and sol- 
ving many regional conflicts, as well as 
the efforts that are being made to settle 
many international issues preoccupying 
the world have created an atmosphere 
which gives rise to hope for the whole 
mankind. However, events like Iraq's 
aggression on Kuwait spoil this atmos- 
phere and raise obstacles to this positive 
process. 

Albania has condemned the Iraqi 
aggression on and annexation of Ku- 



wait. It has demanded the immediate 
withdrawal of the Iraqi troops from Ku- 
wait and respect of the freedom and na- 
tional independence of this sovereign and 
peaceful state. Were it not condemned, 
Iraq's aggression would constitute a dan- 
gerous precedent. 

Iraq should observe the UN resolu- 
tions and the well-wishing and construc- 
tive suggestions of the Arab states and 
put an 'end to its adventure. Withdrawal 
from Kuwait would be to the benefit not 
only of Iraq itself, but the whole Arab 
cause, which it claims to defend and sup- 
port. 

The international community has 
adopted a correct stand towards the Iraqi 
aggression. These events should not, ho- 
wever, become an excuse for leaving 
aside the Palestinian problem, the right 
of Palestinians to have their own Home- 
land and state. The international commu- 
nity should not forget this right, the ful- 
fillment of which is the key to the settle- 
ment of Middle East conflicts. Current 
events in the Middle East, unfavourable 
as they are. should serve as an encoura- 
gement in this direction. 



Mr. President, 



The Albanian people are working 
resolutely to build a better life for them- 
selves. The path they chose by their 
free will and desire, brought them 
freedom and national independence and 
extricated them, within four decades, 
from backwardness to modern life. The 
transformations that have taken place in 
Albania are in sharp contrast, like day 
to night, with the past. This is not a 
figure of speech, but a reality for every- 
one to see. 

This big advance called for sacrifices 
and imposed on us many privations in 
many directions. The more so when one 
bears in mind that our development was 
carried out in fierce struggle against the 
backwardness inherited from the past, as 
well as against interference by external 
forces. Hardly has any other country 
suffered more than Albania from the 
cold war. Anger, pressure, threats and 
blockades, at times from the East and 
at other times from the West, have swept, 
almost constantly, this tiny country on 
the shores of the Adriatic. And we do 
feel their consequences to this day. just 
as not infrequently we feel their re- 
vival. 
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Our country has actually embarked 
on a new stage of its development. We 
have to utilise with greater efficiency 
the material resources our country is rich 
in. This requires up-to-date technology, 
knowledgeable and emancipated people, 
it calls for the promotion of creative ini- 
tiative and the extension of co-operation 
with other countries. Our people arc 
working in all these directions. 

What we call deepening of democracy 
through the enhancement of the role of 
masses represents a broad process of 
changes and transformation that is embra- 
cing all sectors — the economy, politics, 
social relations within the country and 
foreign relations, etc. We do not follow 
this policy either because it is in vogue, 
because someone is imposing it on us, or 
proceeding from tactical motives. It is a 
necessity of development and meets the 
needs of the country. That is why it is 
understood and well received by our peo- 
ple. It represents a fundamental compo- 
nent of our socialist ideal about the build- 
ing of a fair and democratic society in 
which every citizen lives on his own 
sweat and toil, free and respected, on 
the basis of his contribution to the de- 
velopment and progress of his country. 
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Mr. President, 



Wishing the proceedings of this 
Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly most fruitful work to the be- 
nefit of peace, I would like to assure 
you that my country will not spare its 
endeavours for the attainment of this 
lofty aim. 

Thank you. 
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